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Human Sexuality

The scrotum is a pouch that hangs below the penis and contains the two testes, which produce sperm (the
male sex cell responsible for fertilization) and are considered part of the internal genitalia. The testes also are the
primary producers of testosterone (male sex hormone) in men. Inside the testes are about 1000 seminiferous tubules
that manufacture and store the sperm. The scrotum can pull up closer to the body when the surrounding temperature
is low and can drop farther away when the temperature is hot in order to keep the testes at an optimal, constant
temperature somewhat lower than body temperature.

After sperm are produced, they move out of the testes and into the epididymes, a long tube coiled against the
testes, where the sperm are stored and mature . The vas deferens transports the sperm from the epididymes
through the prostate, after which the vas deferens becomes the e jaculatory duct Here, fluids from the
prostate and seminal vesicles (small sacs that hold semen) combi ne with the spermto form semen, a thick,
yellowish-white fluid. The average discharge of semen, called ejaculate, contains approximately 300 million

sperm.Microsoft ® Encarta ® 2006. @ 1993-2005 Microsoft Corporation.
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